
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 26, 2022 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

 It was nearly ten years ago that Fr. Philip Neri Powell, OP, began his assignment as 

homiletics professor at Notre Dame Seminary and began helping at Our Lady of the Rosary to 

celebrate the 6:00pm Mass on Sunday evenings. Since I’ve been here a pastor, he has continued 

to celebrate the Sunday evening Mass, occasionally swapping with me to offer the 9:00am Mass. 

He has also filled in at other Masses when need and offered our Lenten Mission in 2021.  

 As the Dominicans prepare to depart from St. Dominic Parish and the priory there, Fr. 

Philip has received a new assignment, which will take him away from the New Orleans area and 

away from his familiar spot behind the altar of Our Lady of the Rosary on Sunday evenings. 

 I am immensely grateful for all the assistance he has given me in these last five years and 

for the good and faithful preaching and presiding that he gave to all of you who attended the 

Masses he offered. We are all sorry to see you go, Fr. Philip; and we will keep you in our 

prayers! 

 To thank Fr. Philip for his years of service and to send him off right, we will host a 

reception in the rectory (the priests’ residence) on Sunday evening after the conclusion of the 

6:00pm Mass. The rectory is located just behind the church and on the other side of the school 

building. The address is 1342 Moss St. There will be light refreshments and a cake. All are 

invited to join us to offer thanks and best wishes to Fr. Philip. 

 Another familiar face will be departing Our Lady of the Rosary: Fr. Colm Cahill, who 

has been in residence here for the last three years. Fr. Colm has been asked to move to St. Pius X 

in Lake Vista to help in the sacramental ministry to the parish, since there will not be a parochial 

vicar assigned to St. Pius. Fr. Colm has also been a big help to me by offering Mass on Monday 

mornings and filling in for me during times of vacation. We offer our prayers for him as he 

continues to serve the people of our archdiocese as Director of Vocations and Director of 

Strategic Planning.  

 Finally, we look forward to welcoming Fr. Jeffrey Montz, who is the Spiritual Director of 

the House at Notre Dame Seminary here in New Orleans. Fr. Jeffrey has graciously offered to 

help out regularly at the parish at the 6:00pm Sunday evening Masses and the Monday morning 

Masses. I appreciate his willingness to serve. Please help him feel welcome in our parish! 

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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